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shrin¢ Culture and Sufi Cult- Impact of Sufism on Local Trad
i ocal Traditions in Vijayapurs
. Hema. L. Jaing Re'ug'"" tions in Vijayapura
I Assi I’rp[' Dept of !‘[ISIOT'_Y SK. College OF‘/I\]::TS lér. Suma. S. Nirni?
27881 prof Dept of History G.P. Porwal Art’s, Comﬁcsgzﬁécg :iZ:IlciCicc:ﬁzg‘?]si'k{:jﬁ. !)iIF;l‘-Viiil‘)‘{ap[[r
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,\I)Str“ct_ . -
This paper examines the development of rel;

~cptB Vi-jayﬂ!?l*ra region. The Moghul expa
5 of Sufi shrine complexes across South Ind

oach 10 humanity, their ideology supported
B e approach also supported the spread of Sufi

E;;:"; Z"fd[;?lg(el centres of Sufi culture ~ with special
i As maierity ofc:‘iaﬂswa‘s a!mchcd with crtj‘auon.nf'
the strengthenin lt; uhl Sfilnls propa_gzlted mcIusw_c
. . traditions ar dg 0 !ndla s composite cu]lurcl.Thls
o Sufi saints developed immensely as they were propagatin ound medieval Deccan. The popularity of
od. The number of Sufi followers grew both Hindus and M gIl_lmversal A ho'nd s
moli\'ﬂ““i the development of a shrine culture. The assi ?lslrns sough the ple55|ngs of Sufi saints,this
noticcablc in a variety of rituals which reflected inclusive anl:d“]fll::mn o wnh IOCE}I cullm:e o
' Vijayapura. Even though with Sufi shri v iberal nature of saintly integration in region
o icfs of . rines did not have the clear endorsement of the thoughts and
tradllmﬂﬂ] b;.:]u: 5 9 lhc_ buried Sufis their followers grew in number and shrines were | k;uilt
commemorating them. Besides, there was perceptible change in the Sufi tradition as supported by the local
cultural traditions. a8 supported by the loca
Key wurd-s: Vijayapura region, Sufi cult, Shrineculture,and impact on local traditions
[ntroduction
Vijayapura region oﬁ‘cr:s lots of opportunities for tourism and the existence of Hindu Islamic
Chistian religious sects have laid greater influence on development of tourism.The region is under the
influence of Veﬁ_rasha_w‘a,lslam, Jain, Buddhistand other cults.The influence of these religions have laid
firm roots to socio-religious beliefs such as worshipping of trees, worshipping rivers, worshipping stones,
annual Utsava for the deity, consecration of the idols,etc.The religious beliefs are Iir‘lked with the regions
and are known through archaeological sources including stone epigraphs, Hero stones, Mahasati stones,
copper plate records, coins and contemporary literature.
Islamic art included
The Adilshahi kings who ruled this region contributed to the growth of culture, art, architecture,
trade and commerceactivities.The AdilShahi period also witnessed Sufi influence in structural
construction. As writerAinuddinGahjulllmDehelvi narrates Sufism gained momentum along with the
coming ofIbrahim Sangane, who is considered as was one of the early Sufi saints of Vijayapura region.
There are nearly 300 Dargahsand tombs in Vijayapura belonging to different Sufi saints and holy people
which prove the larger Sufi influence in the region. This influence local folk lore and culture and there was
assimilation of Regional traditions and practices with Sufi thoughts.

The following Sufi saints held their sway in the region. _
I. SayyidChandaHusaini — He hailed from Arabia and landed in Bidar regionduring the beginning of

I5th century.  His historical journey in the regions of present dayNorth Kamataka ~ provides
severalevidences of socio-cultural and spiritual life of the region.He was welcomed by the people of
the region and soon they became his followers.His soft and steady pcrsonal_ity attracted pv.::ople and
they sought his blessings. His educated people tolive life with love, compassion and humanity.

2. ShiekhShamsai DinZindaDil-This ersia and he came to present north

Sufi saint came from P © | .
Karnataka region travelling through the plain regions of Ahmadabad. He came to Vijayapura during
ruler ShahiAli I. He was very muc

h interested in meetingpeople, hearing to their problems with
dexterity and endurance, consoling th

em, spreading principles of love and universal brotherhood. His
warmth and friendliness attracted people and they gathered to hear his lectures and sought his
blessings.

3. Shah MiranjiShamsal-This Sufi saint cat
region and travelled along Bheema river va
and warmth among people. He was popu
s omnipresence of god ' . Alam Sashimalawi
: ' e ah Sibghat Allah, Shah Alam Sashimalawi,
Siah Nural bin Safiw, Stk A0 g, IQS(:I:':;'iSQaSlIII\iIC among other famous Sufi saints.

Abul Hasan, Shah Mustafy qadriys, i hich was compiled around 1695

: . gy ; Beejapore W .
Aol ZUbIEIcE 5 e Ruugz::gl:hu?l);amig ;laces of worship) with more than 300

AD, reports that more than 30 tombs or

yolume

a short period in Vijayapura
of love,compassion,humanity
ty and he preached oneness

ne from Mecea. He lived for
Iley and spread the thoughts

lar among all gections of the socie
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linked to local tra
known as”
and spreading the principles 0
7 The tradition 0
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tenets matched the Hi
creatures are equal.
3, The tradition of V
as Sufi saints supporte
poetry and religio
4 The tradition of
| ecstasy. The preaching sess
indulged in spiritual euphoria
5. The tradition of offering dition of visiting the darg
the Sufi saints), burning incense
holy places, this gave popularity 0
6. The tradition of rituality-
praying, folding hands, si
shrine, washing hands
ordination. The convergence 0
Sufi Shrine, hearing to lectures,
Guru,conducting annual festi ed Urs ( death anniversary), us
mausoleums, covering sacred s
7. The tradition of urs celebration-
function, as thousands of devotes across

pilgrims were also a
Majority of the devotees were on fast during these sancti

dish called as shahipulaav was serve

concept Was

spiritua

pilgrims.

8. The tradition of Fatiha ceremony- The ceremony of Fa
eatables among all devotees irrespective of their
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nee in the region. Sufi influence was also seen at Gulb I8
- mous Sufi saint who migrated from Delhi to Vijay s
- A . = ) : apik:
majority of the Sufi saints who settled I;] ;
astering theology and philosophy.After Aurangzeb devoured :‘:e
e

1 of Deccan. (hese Sufi saints switched their allegiance to Moghul court. The Mogh
J the tradition of giving out landed properties as Inam (o Sufi saints in '15] -
he regions around Deccan. This shows that the royal polity and Chislh‘i'ii:?
- 1700 as well.By donating Inams or land grants Moghul emperors ‘anc:
d number of religious spaces in the name of Sufi saints which further
he Deccan. This helped them to emerge as landed
from the kingdom of Bijapura region.OtherMuslim
and supportive materials to Sufi saints. Some Sufi
nts and delinked themselves from accepting any
saints were under pressure to accept donation
se their very survival was left in the hands
ditions while several others maintained a
athetically.

s because they imbibed traditional
mics of Sufi andHindu followers

gion.

on society |
t from 1300 to
d their influc
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tre of Qa(lrisilsila.

n nMedieval south Int
1700 AD. There

creise

;onwas emerging ccn
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contributions or prese
1 the royal palace, but several Sufi
pam or landed gifts becau
ch attached to Suft tra
and majority of them were-treated very unsymp
Jocal traditions- The Sufi saint’s ritual dynamic

f regional influence Was more evident. Ritual dyna
{ almost they existe Sufi influence on local traditionscan be seen in.

d side by side.The
Conceptualising of univcrsality-Majoriry of the Sufi saints in South India can be
ditions and local beliefs. Sufi saints propagated the universality of the god the
wahadat al W lways propagated god’s universal presence

ujud”.Sufi saints a
ve approach which supported

f humanity and sympathy.
ach- The Sufi saints propagated inclusi
tions as the popularity of the
niversality of god. These

e and supported the Sufi tradi
g world is one and all

ade it apoint tO
{ the political

fron

ulers were very mu

{ Inclusive appro
universal brother hood and u

re propagating
aivakutumbakam, meanin

because they we
hy of Vasud

ndu philosop
The growth of Urdu and Hindi languages was more evident
d the vernacular literature. The Sufisaints also contributed to the growth of

Their spiritual sessions were conducted with local lingual support.
_The Chisthi saints used songs and dance techniques for creating

jons of the Sufi saints was called as Samah and followers

ernacular Literature-

us music.
Song and dance

ial place of

ah, offering at dargah(the bur
g bricks at

-The tra
t holy places, tying or donatin

sticks, tying thread on treesa
f offerings at dargah.
f singing, dancing, feeling,
ing foot wear outside holy

deep breathing, leavi
d through Hindu-Sufi co-

as felt including visiting

ng Sufi saint 08
holy

The local traditions © meditating, silently
tting in vajrasana posture,
before touching holy shrine, etc were inserte
f Sufi traditional elements in local traditions W

reading from the holy book, consideri
ing flowers 10 decorate

nclusion.
mmemoration and religious

d offered prayers. These

val call
etc became a customary 1

hrines with floral sheets,
The Urs celebration became a grand co
the region visited the dargah an
fforded free boarding and lodging facilities in the vicinity of the mausoleum:
fieddays and after the main function, a special
d. Several shrines also offered fruitsand dry (ruits among the

tiha included distributions of sweets and

status. Inthe month of Ramadaan a special dish

214

G Scanned with OKEN Scanner



¢ Listed, International Research Journal, ISSN: 22294929 Oct

i Car .
y G 5"”“’““51"Df’"ﬂﬁf’mm“"dEﬂvi'ronmema,';,mes nbcrzﬂzl,SpeaaI Issue, Volume-I

Wn as halimwas prepared and served to all fastin
' k'.“om rayers called as tarawih.

P"F.wil n}g of education- Sometimes Sufi centres were educatio
he qradit » sttached to .ler_nples. Sorpc Suﬁ_saian were well reagaL :jﬂ;:]smzlrslc; SLL{::l as IleEdu ]
> a small library inside the shrine precincts .Majority of the Suf followers weEt b ons. They
fnamta_lm0 der to share information and kno-w about additional references. 0 visit Sufi /
Sﬂimst:; stion of liberal thoughl's- Sufisaints did not follow stereo type notions and did have liberal -'I.
0 T-hes They did not follow Shang_za- _lhe law canon of Islam religion. This was very rigid and tcfa[
¢iew "+ common people fmmq it difficult to follow. The Sufi saints acted as a bridge b stric
d liberal Sufi philosophy. ridge between the

g devotees who stayed long and were

non <,
- id Shart /2 an . Buildi o3
27 adition of shrine cult- Building miniature monuments orconstructing asmall shrine became an

he tr . . . T
T 4 culture in medieval south India. This is viewed by several historians as a

" gccepted . 2 : part of political
sssociation- In the name of  Sufi influence construction of Shrine became more of a customary

admw_cgmmcmorah\'e ruuai§ cxio]lmg_l_he miraculous powers of the buried Sufi saints were
atached to the TCE'{"‘“ e TAOLIES, Th{: spiritual superiority and extraordinary powers were bestowed
ypon €ach Sufi saint and their qualities were eulogized through song and dance assemblage. The
extolling of miracleswa necessary to maintain the purity and holiness of the place.

Conclusion- ) .

Thus, Sufi mﬂucncg in lhp Deccan was more politically linked and deviated from the original Sufi
gpiritual thnugh}s. The a§51mﬂanon of local culture was more noticeable in a variety of rituals which
reflected inclusive and liberal nature of saintly integration in region around Vijayapura. It is also a
noticeable fact that the rituals linked with Sufi shrines did not have the clear endorsement of the thoughts
and traditional beliefs of the buried Sufis. Hence, there was a distraction from the original conviction and
heliefs. The local culture did have an upper hand in making these rituals more liberal, moderate and
regionally customized.
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